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Mr Peter Tinley; Mr Dean Nalder 

PERTH FREIGHT LINK — FREIGHT CHARGE 

644. Mr P.C. TINLEY to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the potential cost blowout on Perth Freight Link that has already increased to $1.74 billion and that 
Infrastructure Australia says presents significant risks around estimated costs. 

(1) Can the minister confirm that the current price does not include any costs for the tolling system? 

(2) How much will the tolling system cost to implement and run? 

(3) Will the tolling system be installed at the same time as the rest of the project? 

Mr D.C. NALDER replied: 
(1)–(3) I will start with the last question first. We have been very clear that there is no toll. We are looking for 

a freight charge on the movement of heavy vehicles throughout Western Australia. It will not be the 
first one in this state. 

Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Freight charges currently apply in the Pilbara. There is stunned silence from members 
opposite. I keep repeating this. I have been very open and honest about this. The Liberal–National government’s 
commitment is that that charge will be less than the benefit that the industry will receive. We want a win–win 
situation. We are not looking for the freight charge to recover 100 per cent of the cost. This is where the 
commonwealth and the state have put in a contribution. We have been clear all the way through that. There are 
no surprises. We will not start detailing the information before we have received tenders. We have been very 
clear about this and that we are being a responsible government. There are 18 months before the next election. 
We will make that information available and we are prepared to be judged by the broader community on our 
decisions. This is a great project. It is a huge opportunity for this state and we have to get it right. That is what 
we are doing and we are getting on with it. 
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